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1. Make a white card for each letter (no red line on front for consonants). 
Suggested clue words: (n): nine; (s): snake, seven;  (z): nose, pins     

Front  Back 

 
 
 
 

n 
 
 
 

N 

 nine                (n) 
 
 
 
 
    

 
Front  Back 

 
 
 
 

s 
 
 
 

S 

 snake              (s) 
 
 
 
 
 nose               (z)  

 
2. Make a blue card recording the clue word for each sound. 

(n) 
 

nine 
 

Student’s name 
 

 (s) 
 

snake 
 

Student’s name 

 
 

(z) 
nose 

 
 

Student’s name 
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3. Practice writing letters and words on white board and in Machberet Chachama. 
New words after learning n: pin, nip.  
New words after learning s: is, its, sit, sip, it’s, sits, pins. 

(Of course, to review, you can always write words from previous lessons.) 
 

4. What do “s” and “ ’s” at the end of English words mean? 
Explain these rules and make pink rule cards: 
  
(Ask the learner to use a highlighter pen to highlight the ’s and s on the backs of the cards.) 

 
a. “s” (without an apostrophe) at the end of the word can mean: 
 

• Plural (רבים) of nouns (things) – pins, tins, cats, dogs. 
  

• Present simple verbs for he/she/it (sits, sips, nips). (You can say:  
“s” stands for “snobs” – "הסנובים"  - because only he, she and it get an “s” added 
to the verb in the present simple; everyone else uses the base verb (I sit, you sit, we 
sit, they sit – but he/she/it sits) 
 

Front  Back 

 
 
 
 

s 
 
 
 

 

 בסוף s-אנו משתמשים ב 
 :מילה כדי להראות

 

 רבים )1
pins, tins 

 
 -פעולה ש )2

 עושההיא או הוא 
 בזמן הווה

snip, ssit
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b. Apostrophe – s     ’s       “ “ s” or – גרש   s"  can mean – יק'ופצ'צ
• Possessive (something belongs to someone –  

the notebook of Adi = Adi’s notebook) 
 
• A contraction (combining, making one word) of two words.  

The apostrophe marks the place where there are letters missing from the two 
original words. (It is = it’s). 

 
Front  Back 

 
 
 
 

‘s 
 
 
 

 

  כדי’s-אנו משתמשים ב 
 :להראות

 

 בעלות )1
The pin of Adi = 

Adi’s pin. 
 

חיבור בן שתי  )2
 מילים
it is = it’s 

 
 
 
 5. Some background about word-for-word Hebrew definitions, or translations  

Because languages have different ways of saying things, sometimes there are no direct 
translations in Hebrew of English words, and the learner has to understand more about the 
word and how English works to know what it means. 

 
Two examples: 

 
• The definition of “is”: “is” is the he/she/it form of the verb “to be”  

( להיות( .  
Background: In Hebrew, we have this verb in past simple tense ( , ההי, הייתי
ההיית ) and in future simple tense ( תהיה, יהיה, אהיה ) but not in present simple 

tense. 
  
But English is different – we have the verb “to be” in present tense.  
We say “he is”, “she is”, “it is” in present tense; the “s” at the end of “is” shows that 
it’s a verb for the “snobs” he/she/it.  
(If they ask, or have learned this already, the other present simple forms of “to be” 
are I am, you/we/they are.) 
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• The definition of “it”: “it” is like he or she )גוף שלישי יחיד "-הוא או היא"( , 
but without a gender (sex). 
 
Background: In Hebrew, every noun (including objects - חפצים) has a gender.  
We say חולצה יפה" ” (feminine) and שולחן גדול" ” (masculine).  
 
But English is different. People have genders, and animals (whose names and sexes 
you know) but usually objects don’t. So we need a word to refer to a third-person 
object, which is not male or female.  
 
“It” means אבל בלי מין, הוא או היא . (First you have to mention the name of 
the object, then you can refer to it as “it.”) 

 
In English we say, “This is a table. It is big.” and  
“This is a blouse. It is pretty.” 
 

• “it’s”= the contraction of “it is” = a combination of “it” and “is” (explained above). 
• “its” without an apostrophe is like his, hers – only without a gender. 

 
6. Add to the yellow “exceptional and common words” card. (You can have the learner write, 

in pencil in Hebrew, the meaning of each word.) Which rules do “isn’t” (also a contraction, 
of is + not), “it’s”, and “sits” illustrate? (You can add an example of the plural rule – s – by 
adding “pins” to the card.) 

 
 

I 
in 
it 
is 
isn’t 
its 
it’s 
sit 
sits 

 
 
A Suggested Reading Activity to summarize all the letters and rules you have learned: You can 
arrange the white cards on the table into words and have the learner read them. 
or 
Sliding Words – Make a set of sheets with slits for a strip of paper to slide through. Write the stable 
part of the word on the sheet and the changing letters on the slits. So far, the words you can make 
include these (and you can make more to show the S rules in action, as in final three columns): 
Sheet Strip Sheet Strip Sheet Strip Sheet Strip Sheet Strip Sheet Strip Sheet Strip Sheet 

 
p i 

 

t 
n 
p 

 
t i 

 

 
n 
p 

 
i 

n 
t 
s 

i
ts 
t’s 
sn’t 

spi
t 
n 

 
si

n 
t 
p 

 
ti 

 
n 
p 

 
s 
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	1) רבים
	בזמן הווה

	sits, nips
	1) בעלות

	I


